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Program Notes


The ballet Coppélia was originally choreographed by Arthur Saint-Léon to the music of Léo 
Delibes. The libretto, written by Charles-Louis-Étienne Nuitter, was based on E.T.A. 
Hoffmann's short story Der Sandmann. The ballet premiered on 25 may 1870, with the Paris 
Opera Ballet. Many choreographers have given their own version of the original 
choreography of Arthur Saint-Léon: Marius Petipa in 1884, George Balanchine in 1974, 
Roland Petit in 1975, Patrice Bart in the 1990s, and Alexei Ratmansky in 2023.  In 
HaoExpression, Swanilda and Franz are played successively by different dancers, and 
Coppélius is obsessed with dolls and has the ambition to bring them to life. 
 
Synopsis 
 
Franz observes the curious and beautiful Coppélia, who is always sitting at a window and 
reading. Unbeknownst to him, Coppélia is an automaton invented by the genius Doctor 
Coppélius. Unaware of her true nature, Franz is attracted to Coppélia, making his fiancée, 
Swanilda, jealous.  
 
Swanhilda shakes an ear of wheat to her head: proclaiming that if it rattles, then she will 
know that Franz loves her. Upon doing this, however, she hears nothing. When she shakes it 
by Franz's head; he also hears nothing. Disappointed, Swanilda stomps away, but then Franz 
tells her that it rattles. 
 
Swanilda and her  friends sneak into Doctor Coppélius' workshop in order to see the 
mysterious reading beauty. The girls discover that Coppélia is nothing but one of the doctor’s 
many dolls. Doctor Coppélius  enters the workshop and chases the girls away. Exhausted 
from the commotion, she falls asleep and in her dream, she sees the Spanish doll dancing 
like a human. Upon waking up, she sets out to bring the doll Coppélia to life. Unbeknownst 
to her, Swanilda has taken Coppélia's place and clothing, so when she starts dancing like a 
mechanical doll, Doctor Coppélius believes that she has indeed brought Coppélia to life. 
Coppélius suggests Coppélia should dance some more, and after some hesitation, Coppélia 
chooses to dance a Scottish dance.  
 
Franz comes to the shop to look for Swanilda. He sees Swanilda’s dress in a corner of the 
room, and recognizes his fiancé in Coppélia’s dress. He fights with Coppélius and steals 
Swanilda away.
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SOLITAIRE


GISELLE 

Peasant Pas de Deux


 

COPPÉLIA Suite


Act I

Swanilda  


Franz, Swanilda  (& Coppélia) 

Czardas


The Wheat Dance

Swanilda and Friends I


Swanilda Variation 

Swanilda and Friends II


Act II

Swanilda & Friends in the Shop


(& Automatons)


Doctor Coppélius

Spanish Doll Variation


Waltz of the Doll

Doll Turns Human


Scottish Dance

Franz frees Swanilda


Act III

The Prayer


The Dawn

Folly


Swanilda Variation

The Peace


Waltz of the Hours


PAQUITA Act II Suite

Opening 


Pas de Deux

Variations


Pas de Trois  Coda

Variations


Pas de Trois Opening

Variations


Finale


BACK IN TIME


DANCERS  (Show 1 | Show 2 )


Tianjia Chen


Kristen Bautista, Sean Tian


Clémence Lepold | Hiromi Kagawa

Melanie Kushida, Cheng Xu (& Alice Lee)

Ling Dong, Wenjun Kong, Pauline Prideaux, Susan Wilturner

Peter Chou, Brianna Hagen

Rachel Deng, Wenjun Kong, Jun Liu, Mariah Oberlin, 
Nathalie Sandraz, Abby Yau

Mariah Oberlin | Abby Yau 

Megan Chu, Roni Kraft, Jun Liu, Naomi Maeda, Pauline 
Prideaux, Kaori Sakurai, Susan Wilturner, Abby Yau


Wenjun Kong, Chuan Lu, Pauline Prideaux, Pamela Santa 
Rosa, Yihan Zhang, June Zheng 

(& Ling Dong, Melanie Kushida, Cheng Zu, Christine Lee |
Jessie Chen)

Serena Lückhoff

Christine Lee | Jessie Chen

Yihan Zhang

Pamela Santa Rosa | Chuan Lu (& Serena Lückhoff)

Alice Lee

Dominic Chen, Serena Lückhoff 


Rachel Deng, Mariah Oberlin, Abby Yau | Jun Liu, Wenjun 
Kong, Melanie Kushida, Nathalie Sandraz 

Megan Chu | Abby Yau 

Pauline Prideaux, Kaori Sakurai | Roni Kraft

Naomi Maeda | Jun Liu, Susan Wilturner

Dominic Chen, Clémence Lepold

Kristen Bautista, Megan Chu, Ling Dong, Hiromi Kagawa, 
Christine Lee, Jun Liu, Nathalie Sandraz, Mariah Oberlin, 
Abby Yau


INTERMISSION 15 Minutes


All Paquita Dancers

Tianjia Chen, Sean Tyan

Mika Regan

Peter Chou

Christina Krokee, Jun Liu, Chelsea Qu

Brianna Hagen 

Clémence Lepold

Lilit Babalikhyan, Kristen Bautista, Peter Chou

Victoria Williams

Tianjia Chen

All Paquita Dancers


Rachel Deng, Nathalie Sandraz, Abby Yau, Yihan Zhang

Artistic Director

Production Director


Choreography & Staging


Repetiteurs

Costumes


Sets 

Lighting 


Sound 

Photography 

Videography


House Management

Mikhael Plain

Hao Bach-Thai Lückhoff

Hao Bach-Thai Lückhoff, Erin McMahon, Ommi Pipit-
Suksun, Mikhael Plain, Dawn Sue, Tian Tan

Ellis Broderick, Alexander Griffith, Hui Kiu, Rebecca Nugent

Mary Massee

Stephanie Ma

Hao Bach-Thai Lückhoff

Mikhael Plain

Bo Ming Liang, Yujun Wang

Aiden Fang 

Stephanie Ma

SOLITAIRE


GISELLE 

Peasant Pas de Deux


 

COPPÉLIA Suite


Act I

Swanilda Waltz Variation


Franz, Swanilda (& Coppélia)

Czardas


Ballad of the Wheat

Swanilda and Friends Dance I


Swanilda Variation 

Swanilda and Friends Dance II


Act II

 Friends in the Workshop


Dr Coppélius 

Spanish Dance


Waltz of the Doll

Doll Turns Human


Scottish Dance

Franz frees Swanilda


Act II

The Prayer

The Dawn


Folly

Swanilda Variation


The Peace

Waltz of the Hours


PAQUITA Act II Suite 


BACK IN TIME


MUSIC and CHOREOGRAPHY


Music: Sonata in Darkness by Michael Giacchino  

Choreography by Ommi Pipit-Suksun


Music by Adolphe Adam

Original Choreography by Jean Coralli and Jules Perrot, 

Adapted by Ommi Pipit-Suksun


Music by Léo Delibes

Original Choreography by Arthur Saint-Léon, Adapted by:


Dawn Sue after Marius Petipa

Hao Bach-Thai Lückhoff after Alexei Ratmansky

Tian Tan after Marius Petipa

Mikhael Plain after Peggy Van Praagh 

Erin McMahon after Marius Petipa

Erin McMahon after Marius Petipa

Tian Tan after Marius Petipa


Hao Bach-Thai Lückhoff after Pierre Lacotte

Serena Lückhoff after Partrice Bart

Dawn Sue after Marius Petipa

Hao Bach-Thai Lückhoff after Marius Petipa

Hao Bach-Thai Lückhoff after Pierre Lacotte

Hao Bach-Thai Lückhoff after Pierre Lacotte

Serena Lückhoff after Partrice Bart


Erin McMahon after Marius Petipa

Tian Tan after Marius Petipa

Tian Tan after Marius Petipa

Tian Tan after Marius Petipa

Tian Tan after Marius Petipa

Dawn Sue


Music by Édouard Delvedez and Ludwig Minkus 

Choreography by Marius Petipa after Joseph Mazillier,

Adapted by Ommi Pipit-Suksun


Music: Das wohltemperierte Klavier 

by Johann Sebastian Bach

Choreography and Costume Design by Mikhael Plain



